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The year after Mary de' Medici, despairing of
Richelieu's overthrow, fled from the soil polluted
by his presence; an ill-advised and ill-fated insurrec-
tion showed that the minister's hand would be laid
heavily even on the most illustrious insurgents.
When, his,,moth,e.r,retired into voluntary, e^ile^ vGras-
ton abandoned the Court and took refuge In Lor-
raine. That duchy was independent of France,
in theory, if not in fact, and was ruled by a prince
admirably fitted to command an army and. entirely
unfitted to govern a state. He at once espoused
the cause of the fugitive; Gaston had bejcome a
widower; and the alliance was speedily cemented
by his marrying Margaret of Lorraine. It was cer-
tain that this marriage would find no favour in
France and that every effort would be made to
annul it, but the duke declared it was worth, while
to risk spending one's days in a convent for the
chance of becoming Queen of France, and Mar-
garet took the hazard. As usually happens in life,
she experienced neither the best nor the worst of
fortune, she became neither nun nor queen.

With the avowed purpose of overthrowing; Riche-
lieu and obtaining for himself and his mother the
royal favour which was diverted by a wicked, minis-
ter, Gaston, in the following year, 1632, led a small
body of troops into France. He marched through
Burgundy unmolested, though finding no supporters,
and at last reached Languedoc, where he had been
promised the aid of a very great personage.

Henry, Duke of Montmorenci, was the governor
of Languedoc, where his family had long exercisedcould have
